
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty: The Sermon on the Mount 
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Matthew 5:1-14; 5:17-26; 5:27-30; 5:31-37; 6:1-4; 6:5-15; 6:16-18; 6:19-21; 7:1-6; 7:7-14; 7:24-29
J
esus taught many things during His earthly ministry, but the longest lesson which has been preserved for us is recorded  in three chapters in the Gospel of Matthew. Because it is set on an unspecified mountain  in Galilee, it is often called the “Sermon on the Mount.” Luke records a similar lesson preached on another occasion on a “level place,” which is sometimes called the “Sermon on the Plain” (Luke 6:17-49). Matthew’s sermon has five major themes: 
1. The Character of Citizens in God’s Kingdom. The sermon begins with a list of those Jesus describes as “blessed.” Jesus lists undesirable states in this life, such as meekness, and being poor and spirit which may be considered “blessed” when one serves God (5:3-12). He tells those who would follow Him that they are “the salt of the earth” (5:13) and “the light of the world” (5:14). 

2. Christ’s Relationship to the Law of Moses. Jesus then declared His relationship to the Mosaic Law. He declared, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law and the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill” (5:17). This fulfillment would involve a new way they were to view elements of the Old Law. Not only was murder wrong, but also being angry “without a cause” (5:21-26). Not just adultery should be avoided, but even lust (5:27-30). Marriage was to be binding (5:31-32) and a word spoken was to stand (5:33-37).   

3. Sincerity in Worship. Jesus then focused on the worship of God. Giving is to be humble and private,  not “before men, to be seen by them” (6:1-4). Prayer, also is not for show (6:5-15). Finally, even fasting should not be done so that people “appear to men to be fasting” (6:16-18). 
4. Materialism. Those who follow Jesus are to have a different view of this world than others. They must not store up treasures on earth, but in heaven (6:19-21). This means that the follower of Christ must not worry and fret over the cares of this life, but “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” trusting that God will provide our needs (6:25-34). 
5. Judgment. Jesus ended His lesson with a powerful discourse on judgment. We are not to act as judges of the souls of others, because God is the judge (7:1-6). It is God who provides for His creation (7:7-12) and only a few will find eternal life (7:13-14). Jesus declared that many may appear to be righteous, but “not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven” (7:21). Those who hear Christ’s words and obey will endure through the storms of life and final judgment. Those who do not will face destruction and eternal punishment (7:24-29).
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	31
	Ecclesiastes 11-12
	Song of Solomon 1-2 
	Song of Solomon 3-4
	Song of Solomon 5-6
	Song of Solomon 7-8
	Isaiah 1-6
	Isaiah 7-11


Study Questions
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1.  What three chapters in Matthew record the “Sermon on the Mount”?

2.  What is the lesson called which Luke records that is similar to the “Sermon on the Mount”?

3.  Jesus blessing statements are some times called the “Beatitudes.” Fill-in each of the conditions in the Beatitudes which are identified as “blessed”:


__________________ (5:3); ____________________( 5:4); __________________(5:5);

__________________ (5:6); ____________________( 5:7); __________________(5:8);


_______________________ (5:9); _________________________( 5:10). 
4. How can Jesus not destroy the Law, if He raises its standard in the Gospel?


5.  Rather than swearing an oath, what does Jesus teach should be sufficient in our speech (Matt. 5:33-37)?
 
6.  What are some ways we could be guilty of worshipping “to be seen by men?”

7.  Explain what Jesus means by storing up “treasure in heaven” (6:19-21).

8. Will the many or few be saved (Matt. 7:13-14)?

9.  Many in the world teach that accepting “Jesus as Lord” is all that is necessary to be saved. What does Matthew 7:21 indicate about this false doctrine?


Key Passage: “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (Matthew 6:33-34, NKJV). 
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